Episode #81 Matthew18 Part1-Greatest in the Kingdom

I. The purpose of the gospel of Matthew is to present Jesus as the Christ, the King of Israel. It is
another grand treatise |i ke John to prove to
|l srael ,” in contrast tosbelievers today who a
II. The Lord had justeturned to His home in Capernaum and had been asked to and had paid the
temple tax for Himself and Peter, yet showing that He was the Lord of the temple. Now, we read
of other events that took place at His house.
[1l. Greatesin the Kingdom. Matthew 18:5.
A. Verse 1. In that hour, in other words, at about the same time when Peter paid the

temple tax, as we had it at the end of the last chapter. Again they approached, as to a

King. Remember that this is the perspective of MatthThey are not necessarily

comparing themselves to all men from all time, like David and Moses, but just to

each other, and wondering which of them will be the greatest.

B.Verse 2. “Little child” this is applied f
girl whom the Lord healed at twelve years of age. One who is not yet a young man or

a young woman. “Him” is masculine in Gree
C.Verse 3. Assuredly is “amen.” They needed

were m the wrong course with this kind of thinking and this kind of question. What is
the chief characteristic of children? They believe what they are told and trust the
person who told it to them. To humble yourself before God to believe every word He
saysisvhat i s required to enter into the kin
the Greeloune, t he strongest possible “no.” The
and He warned them that they needed rather to worry about whether or not they
would even enter!utlas, one of them, will not enter.

D.Verse 4. “Humbl e” is used in Matthew 23:1
mountains and hills, which means governmental rulers of this world. Philippians 2:8
tells us the Lord Jesus, being found in fashion as a nuambled Himself and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross! It takes humility to believe
every word of God. It sounds much more intellectual to question everything. But this
is what is required to be greatest in the kingdom of the heavens

E. Verse 5. Remember what the Lord said about the cities that will not receive the
disciples in Matthew 10:145. Receiving some random little child as an honored
guest is not receiving the Lord Jesus. He meant one who has humbled himself as a
little child to believe and submit to God among the disciples. Matthew 4240

IV. Causes of Sin and Offense. Matthew 18.6

A. Verse 6. Siniskandalizp t o scandali ze or cause to st
the disciples who believed in Him, meaning low in ranistatus. Matthew 10:42.
They were very little in the eyes of the world, who honored and recognized them not.
But they were not little in the eyes of God! They believed (had faith) in the Lord like
a little child would.This was amillstone designed toebturned by a donkey.
“Dr own e d” only slsewhsre uséd,of'Peter starting to sink when he doubted
while walking on the water in Matthew 14:30

B. Verse7.Woeipuai, as one wailing. This could al s
thekosmosthe wholesystem, order, or arrangement of men on earth, which is full of



offenses (Greekkandaloh agai nst God and the people w
anthropon, person, for of course women can cause one to stumble as well.
C. Verse 8. Your hand or your foot isvex going tocause you to stumbléor they
cannot move apart from your brain directing them. The hand has to do with your
work and service. Your foot has to do with your walk, your path in life. For example,
a job one could not in good conscience conttougo as a believer in Jesus Christ.
Sometimes the desire for service can keep one from wanting to accept the truth. He
would do far better to cut that off! Life could be represented by all capitals, LIFE, the
greater life of the kingdom. Everlastinga®mnios something that flows right from
God. “The fire the eonian” is fire that Db
V. ConclusionTheone whom God counts as great is one who humbles himself before Him like
a little child, believing all that He has said. Do we have faith in every word of God? The world
has many causes of stumbling, but those who cause stumbling will pay a heavy price. God
people should cut out of their lives every cause of offense. Lataid sin and live for the One
Who loves us and died for us!



